FESTIVAL WORKSHEETS

Easter
Intermediate+
Teacher’s Notes


Tasks:
to name the things we do with Easter eggs


to read a text about Easter Egg Roll in the US

Preparation:
make copies of the worksheet (1 copy for each student)


make copies of the group worksheet (1 copy per class; cut into 5 parts)


bring some monolingual dictionaries

Skills:
reading (for gist and for specific information), speaking, dictionary skills

Language:
vocabulary related to eggs and Easter 

general grammar and vocabulary

Sources:
the text about Easter Egg Roll adapted from http://clinton4.nara.gov/WH/glimpse/Easter/

definitions on the group worksheet adapted from Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English


Task 1 – lead-in


(speaking, vocabulary)

· Divide your group in pairs. Distribute the worksheets and elicit that in Task (, Ss can see Easter eggs, i.e. decorated eggs (sometimes also known as pisanki or pisankas). Ask Ss to spend a few minutes thinking about Easter eggs, their significance, all the things we need eggs for etc. Ask them to write down a list of phrases connected with eggs.

	Key
(
Key
	[suggested answers:]

· eggs (as well as rabbits) are one of the symbols of fertility

· we use them to make cakes and other sweets

· first of all, we (hard) boil them

· we decorate them (e.g. dye them by boiling with onion skin or paint them)

· we put them into our Easter baskets (and take to church on Saturday)

· we eat them

· we also have/buy chocolate eggs



Task 2


(vocabulary, speaking)

· Point out the phrase EASTER EGG ROLL. Elicit any ideas from your Ss and/or explain its meaning. Don’t reveal too many details as the text in Task ( deals with this tradition.

	Key
(
Key
	Easter Egg Roll is a traditional game which takes place on Easter Monday. People (usually children) roll their hard-boiled eggs down a hill. The winner is the person who can roll their egg the furthest without breaking it.



Task 3


(reading for gist)

· Explain that the three men in this task were the US Presidents. Ask Ss to go quickly through the text and put their names in the right (i.e. chronological) order. 

· Check the answers with your class. Ask your Ss to make a one-sentence summary of the text.

	Key
(
Key
	1. Andrew Johnson (1865–1869)

2. Ulysses S. Grant (1869–1877)

3. Rutherford B. Hayes (1877–1881)

	
	The text describes the origins of the traditional Easter Egg Roll on the South Lawn / in the White House gardens.



Task 4 – part A


(reading)

· Now ask your Ss to read the text more carefully and complete the matching task. Ask them to underline those phrases in the text which help them choose the correct answer.

· If your Ss are unfamiliar with the task, you may need to explain it in greater detail.

· Do not check their answers at this stage.


Task 4 – extension activity


(vocabulary)

· Divide your class into 5 groups. Give each group one paragraph of the text, i.e. one part of the Group worksheet. Ask them to complete the missing words/definitions under their paragraphs. Explain that they are responsible for their paragraph and they will have to present the new words to the whole class (as well as any other words that Ss from other groups find difficult). You can distribute some dictionaries at this point or be a useful resource yourself.

· When the groups are ready, ask your Ss to explain those words which are difficult or new. You may want to check the answers with the groups first.

	Key
(
Key
	(A)

· youngsters

· colour / hair

· wife

· lush
	(B)

· toll

· parliament

· rainy

· building / outdoor
	(C)

· every day / annual

· inquire

· turn sb away

· word
	(D)

· successive

· officially / unofficially

· bad / good / excellent

· cancel / flights
	(E)

· highlight

· yourself / person

· signature

· good



Task 4 – part B


(reading)

· Now, ask Ss to go through their initial answers again and change their answers if necessary.

· Check the answers with your group. Make sure Ss give their reasons (i.e. the phrases) why they think their answers are correct.

	Key
(
Key
	1. d – World War I, World War II

2. c – his daily walk

3. b – passed a law forbidding …
c – the new law would be enforced

4. b – Easter Monday was rainy
d – poor weather conditions

5. a – the First Lady
d – his wife, Lucy
	6. c – (announcement in) the local press

7. c – unfamiliar with the activity (President Hayes)

8. d – each [child] receives a special presidential wooden egg

9. a – youngsters … dyed eggs



Notes & Comments


· You can start the lesson by asking your Ss to make a list of Easter symbols and/or things which are associated with this period.

· You can skip the vocabulary extension activity and check the answers immediately after your Ss have completed Task (. Although shorter, the lesson will definitely become much more teacher-centred.
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